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We have been rearing calves for the last 15 years to supplement our beef herd and have 
gradually changed from rearing 4 calves to about 150.  We carry these through and sell some 
on the store market at 15 months, keep some as Nurse Cows and keep some through to 
wholesale or export, depending on their type, so are very interested in rearing on a good 
product.  
 
We believe there is a big difference between surviving and thriving, and the short cuts don't 
work! 
 
We tried RumenX for the first time this Autumn after seeing the product being sold at the 
Dargaville Fieldays by a friend who used to be the Manager of our local RD1 store.  We are 
always trying to be open to new ideas, but cautious about getting caught with a product that 
costs a lot, but doesn't produce the results. In other words, we experiment with our own 
money, not someone else’s so want decent results! 
 
We reared 5 Jersey Hereford heifers as future Nurse Cows along side some B/W heifers 
which we paid $80/head more for than the Jerseys.  We found they ate the entire product 
after 2 weeks, but I made a mistake by giving them too much milk for the first two weeks, so 
they would probably have eaten more if that had been handled better. 
 
We weighed at 7 weeks and they were ahead of my other calves that were on twice a day 
milk plus meal. They have gone on to weaning well and are now out with our weaned Autumn 
beef herd and are looking good.  
 
We have bought enough RumenX for 10 decent bull calves to be reared this Spring along 
side the ones that are being reared on Nurse Cows twice a day plus meal and let out in the 
paddock to graze every day, so time will tell, but we were impressed with the product, and 
believe people need to look at the results in the long run as well as the monetary outlay 
overall. 
 
 
Patricia and Colin Tracey 
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